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The Tisza River Development Program 3. Working Group Meeting, Budapest 
Best Western Lido Hotel January 20, 2007 

Minutes of meeting . 

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signing of the foundation papers for the 5 offices in Serbia will be arranged in Backi Petrovac on 
the 15 of February 2007. 

Signing of the foundation papers for the 5 offices in Ukraine will be arranged in Kiev on the 17 of 
February 2007. 

Signing of the foundation papers for the 5 offices in Slovakia will be arranged in Kosice on the 19 
of February 2007. 

Signing of the foundation papers for the 15 offices in Hungary will be arranged in Budapest on the 
22 of February 2007. 

Signing of the foundation papers for the 18 offices in Romania will be arranged in Cluj Napoca in 
the middle of March 2007. 

The participants agreed that the attached “Tisza River Development Program paper” is to be 
approved by experts invited from all EU member states plus experts from:  

Norway, Russia, Ukraine, Japan, Croatia, Serbia, Paraguay, Vietnam, Kenya, India, Switzerland 
and U.S.A. This will be arranged in Brussels as a one-day presentation and a two days workshop 
in April from the 23. to the 25. The title of the arrangement will be “IHLET Tisza River Development 
Program - local to global workshop” 

Signing of the IHLET charter will be arranged in Cluj Napoca on the first of June 2007. 
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Mr. Peter Vinnai Hungary 
Head of Department, Hungarian Office for Territorial 
and Regional Development 

Ms. Vivien Gyuris Hungary Consultant – International Development 

Ms. Anemarie CIUREA Romania 
Dep. Director Directorate for Water Management, 
Ministry of Environment and Water Management 

Mr. Jovan Miljkovic Serbia 
FDI Advisor SIEPA 

Serbia Investment and Export Promotion Agency 

Ms. Zuzana Ruzicka 
Slovak 

Republic 
Permanent Representation of the Slovak Republic 
to the Europen Union 

Ms. Natalia Sajtos Ukrenia Consultant 
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Mr. Derd Borsos Serbia Consultant 

Dr.Sc. Jan Sabo Serbia The mayor of Backi Petrovac 

Mr. Bela Jarolics 
Hungary -- 

RETC 
Project Director 

Mr. Miklos Mariafoldy 
Hungary -- 

IHLET 
Project Manager 
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Comments on the Tisza River Development Program 

by 

Rudolf Schneeberger / Dominik Angst, ITV Geomatik AG 

General 

The paper gives a good and full overview of the situation and the problems in the Tisza 
Watershed region and describes the need for action very well. The paper itself focuses 
clearly on EU donors (specially with the second section). The goals of the Tisza River 
Development Program are clear. 

Benefit of the Program 

Potential donors, whether Worldbank, KfW, FAO, Swiss government, EC or others need 
information about the benefit of a program and the return on their investment. The value of 
the development of a regional spatial data infrastructure has to be particularly 
emphasized. 

In the paper it is noted that 80% of the data used is spatial nature. This is true. 
Furthermore 70% - 80% of the political, economical and private decisions have a spatial 
impact. With the help of a spatial data infrastructure the implications and consequences of 
these decisions can be better assessed which leads to better decisions. This is by the way 
one of the most important justifications for the establishment of a Spatial Data 
Infrastructure, whether it is regional, national, European or worldwide. 

Environmental benefit 

The Program will enable better spatial planning in the region, as with the spatial data one 
knows where the polluted areas are and where the developing areas are best placed. And 
with this data it will be possible to identify polluted areas and define action plans to clean 
these areas. With purging the polluted areas the Tisza water will become cleaner too. All 
this helps to save our environment. Furthermore it is possible with defined polluted areas 
to point out actions for solving the environmental problems. 

Economic benefit 

Reliable spatial information is a key factor for investors. Cadastral maps are the basis for 
the registration of parcels and buildings and guarantee the property right from a legal point 
of view. With the help of geographic data on regulatory zones and restrictions the 
landowner knows about the facts he has to deal with. This secures his investment in the 
property and also in buildings and possible plants. If investors build plants workers are 
needed. This will increase the amount of employment. And if the inhabitants of the region 
have a livelihood they will stay there. This will have a positive impact on migration 
problems, which is a benefit for the donor countries. 
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Social benefit 

Besides the social benefits mentioned in the paper the cultural aspects of the different 
countries involved in the program have to be particularly highlighted. The program has to 
deal with more than five different cultures, as there are regional differences too. This can 
be a big value for the European Commission, as the Commission has to deal with such 
cultural differences every day. The Tisza River Development Program can bring in the 
experiences they have gained during the implementation. 

The interdependency of the benefits can be summarized as follows: 

The availability of spatial data and a spatial data infrastructure enables investment, which 
causes an economical development. This leads to a social development and less 
migration. Spatial data is also an indispensable requirement for the solution of 
environmental problems and the protection of our environment.  

Sustainability of the Program 

Another critical aspect for the donors is the long-term sustainability of a program and the 
protection of the investment. A sustainable program needs a political commitment on the 
highest level on one side and a good integration in the local organisations on the other 
side. 

The Tisza River Development Program can guarantee the required long-term 
sustainability, as the ministers of the five affected countries will support it. With their 
signature of the Charta they will express their commitment and approve the program. 
Given that the program is based on 48 local offices in the region, means that it is well 
established within the population and the local organisations. 

Tisza River – a pilot for a INSPIRE  

There is a significant relation between INSPIRE and the Tisza River Development 
Program. The aim of INSPIRE is to establish a European Spatial Data Infrastructure. This 
infrastructure will be built on National Spatial Data Infrastructures, which themselves are a 
networking of Regional Spatial Data Infrastructures. Known difficulties to overcome when 
establishing a Spatial Data Infrastructure are not only data capture issues but also cross-
border-problems. The co-operation between regions and states is not that easy even if 
they are all EU-members. With the establishment of a Regional Spatial Data Infrastructure 
in the Tisza Basin part of the European Spatial Data Infrastructure is being built. As there 
are five nations involved one has to deal with all the problems a European Spatial Data 
Infrastructure will have to deal with and therefore the Tisza Spatial Data Infrastructure can 
be something like a pilot infrastructure for INSPIRE. 

 

 

Regensdorf, 18.01.2007 

 


